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Book review

METAL PI-COMPLEXES, COMPLEXES WITH MONQ-OLEFINIC LIGANDS; VOL: II
PART 2, SPECIFIC ASPECTS; by Max Herberhold; Elsevler Scientific Pliblishirig Coripany;
Aristerdaiy; 1674, price UBSS 96.20,

This monograph vonsists of five chapters following on from Part 1 of the
same valume. The ehapters cover spectroseopic studias, strustural studies,
faetors affecting stability; theeratical descriptions and industrial applieations
of metal pi-eomplexes: Complekes aiher than those of the meno-slefin variety
are alse mentisned thrsugheut the 830 pages of diseussion and 87 pages of
appendix notes, although this may not be ebvieus frem the sub-titie: There
are 8101 referetices, but the first 1870 are a repeat of these in Part 1 and net
all of these are used in Part 9 itself. Bimilarly, not all af the first 1879 are used
in Part 1. The references ave listed in alphabetieal erdey, and te find the page
lepation of a partieular referenee ib is neeessary to go ta the Auther Index. The
extra 898 references, nurnbered from 1880 on, pertain te Part 8 and te seme
af the feotnates in Part 1. These referenees are alse alphabetieally arranged.
tt sheuld be neted that the indiees in eaeh Part refer enly to that Par se the
advertised extensive eress referensing olaim is semewhat misleading. Oress
referenoing does ooeur to some extent in the script, but ne mere than might
be expested in any other self eentained valume. One feels that the referenee
systern eould have been a little better thought eut. The claims for a eempiete
literature survey up to the middle of 1972 are somewhat overstated, but the
abjective of previding a guidebeck for newcoimers to the field seems to have
been accompliched.

Although the emphasis of this book is different to that of Part 1 there is
abviously e caonsiderable ameount of duplication. Indeed; one of the points
made in an earlier review of Part 1 goncerned the discussion ef spectrasoopic
data therein despite the stated intention of pradneing a second book gn this
aspeot. Because of the rapid advances in eertain spectroscapic technigues gver
the last few years, some of the disgussion is seriously dated. An example of
this is the virtual absence of 20 NMR other than a mention in a footnate, This
is one of the unfortunate aspects of a two year gap between the publicatian
of the parts of Volume II. Another one is the 20% increase in price for a hook
that is only 75% of the length of the first part, and contains much of the same
material.

Qverall, this hook is difficult to recommend in view of tha fact that there
are other sources of iriformation which will be more up to date and consider-
ably more economical.

C.E. Holloway
York University,
QOntario, Canada.



